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S-0660. 2

SENATE BI LL 6019

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Honeyford

Read first time 02/14/2007. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to state reinbursenent for jail services; and
anendi ng RCW 70. 48. 130.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW70.48.130 and 1993 ¢ 409 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

It is the intent of the legislature that all jail inmates receive
appropriate and cost-effective enmergency and necessary nedical care.
Governing units, the departnent of social and health services, and
medi cal care providers shall cooperate to achieve the best rates
consi stent wth adequate care.

Paynent for energency or necessary health care shall be by the
governing unit, except that the departnent of social and health
services shall directly reinburse the provider pursuant to chapter
74.09 RCW in accordance with the rates and benefits established by the
department, if the confined person is eligible under the departnent's
medi cal care prograns as authorized under chapter 74.09 RCW  After
paynment by the departnent, the financial responsibility for any
remai ni ng bal ance, including unpaid client liabilities that are a
condition of eligibility or participation under chapter 74.09 RCW
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shall be borne by the nedical care provider and the governing unit as
may be nmutual ly agreed upon between the nedical care provider and the
governing unit. In the absence of nutual agreenent between the nedica
care provider and the governing unit, the financial responsibility for
any remai ni ng bal ance shall be borne equally between the nedical care
provi der and the governing unit. Total paynents from all sources to
providers for care rendered to confined persons eligible under chapter
74.09 RCW shall not exceed the amounts that would be paid by the
departnment for simlar services provided under Title Xl X nedicaid,
unl ess additional resources are obtained fromthe confined person.

As part of the screening process upon booking or preparation of an
inmate into jail, general information concerning the inmate's ability
to pay for nedical care shall be identified, including insurance or
ot her nedical benefits or resources to which an inmate is entitled.
This information shall be nmde available to the departnent, the
governing unit, and any provider of health care services.

The governing unit or provider may obtain reinbursenent from the
confined person for the cost of health care services not provided under
chapter 74.09 RCW including reinbursenent from any insurance program
or from other nedical benefit prograns available to the confined
person. Nothing in this chapter precludes civil or crimnal renedies
to recover the costs of nedical care provided jail inmates or paid for
on behalf of inmates by the governing unit. As part of a judgnment and
sentence, the courts are authorized to order defendants to repay all or
part of the nedical costs incurred by the governing unit or provider
during confinenent.

To the extent that a confined person is unable to be financially
responsible for medical care and is ineligible for the departnent's
nmedi cal care prograns under chapter 74.09 RCW or for coverage from
private sources, and in the absence of an interlocal agreenent or other
contracts to the contrary, the governing unit nmay obtain rei nbursenent
for the cost of such nedical services fromthe unit of governnent whose
| aw enforcenment officers initiated the charges on which the person is
being held in the jail: PROVIDED, That reinbursenent for the cost of
such services shall be by the state when officers of state agencies
initiated the charges on which the person is being held in the jail
and for state prisoners being held in a jail who are accused of either
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escaping froma state facility or of commtting an offense in a state
facility.

There shall be no right of reinbursenent to the governing unit from
units of governnment whose |aw enforcenent officers initiated the
charges for which a person is being held in the jail for care provided
after the charges are di sposed of by sentencing or otherw se, unless by
i nt ergover nnent al agreenent pursuant to chapter 39.34 RCW _except that
when officers of state agencies initiate the charges for which a person
is ordered to serve a sentence in the jail, the state shall reinburse
the governing unit for care provided to that person whether pretrial or
during the termof the sentence.

Under no circunstance shall necessary nedical services be denied or
del ayed because of disputes over the cost of nedical care or a
determ nation of financial responsibility for paynent of the costs of
medi cal care provided to confined persons.

Nothing in this section shall limt any existing right of any
party, governing unit, or wunit of governnment against the person
receiving the care for the cost of the care provided.

~-- END ---
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